
HOwIESTEAD RIDGE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 488 K\\TNANA 6966 

13 February 2009 

Committee Clerk 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Parliament House 
Perth W A 6000 
!omar(a),parliament. wa. gov .au 

Re: Inquiry into Municipal Waste Management in Western Australia 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

As representatives of the Homestead Ridge community in the Town of Kwinana, the 
Homestead Ridge Progress Association has entered into correspondence with the Town 
of Kwinana and the City of Rockingham regarding the proposed waste management 
facility in Millar Road, Baldivis. 

The proposed waste management facility site is of concern to residents of Homestead 
Ridge as the boundary of the proposed facility is close to existing and future residential 
properties. The existing planning approvals were conducted nearly 20 years ago, well 
before the extensive residential development that has since eventuated. 

I therefore wish to submit into consideration the correspondence that we have had with 
the 2 local councils involved. We would be interested in being kept informed as to the 
progress ofthe inquiry. Thank you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

f!!&/~ 
l/ 

Michelle Garside 
Secretary 
Homestead Ridge Progress Association 



HONIESTEAD RIDGE PROGRESS A 
PO BOX 488 K\VINANA 6966 

29 March 2008 

Chief Executive Officer 
Town of Kwinana 
PO Box 21 
KWINANA WA 6966 

Dear Sir 

Re: City of Rockingham Waste Management Facilities - Millar Road, Baldivis 

It has come to the attention of the Homestead Ridge Progress Association that the City of 
Rockingham has carried out planning work to relocate the existing Millar Road landfill in an 
easterly direction from its current location. It is understood that the move would coincide with the 
eventual closure of the existing landfill site. 

In addition to this, the word on the grapevine is that the Southern Metropolitan Regional (waste) 
Council (SMRC) is looking at its second waste treatment facility (possibly Bedminster composting 
system, or similar) to a site on Millar Road, the location of which is as east as is possible before 
encroaching on to the memorial park reserve land. Also on the grapevine is that the Eastern 
MRC has also been considering a similar facility in this locality. 

We write to express our extreme alarm with all of these proposals. 

The land being considered is very close to Homestead Ridge and with the sea breeze is located 
upwind from the homes. Homes yet to be built in Wellard Village (south east quadrant), and the 
proposed homes in the Bollard Bullrush Wetland area, are likely to be similarly affected, although 
they are a little further away. 

The composting facility operated by the SMRC has had a very detrimental affect on the residents 
of Leeming. This has been well reported in the State and local newspapers, and for the City of 
Rockingham to knowingly do the same to residents of a neighbouring local government would be 
wrong . 

We therefore ask that the Town of Kwinana take this matter up on our behalf with the City of 
Rockingham to find out exactly what is being proposed. We would ask that the Town assume the 
role of strong advocate for our amenity. 



;:~ f 

It seems a little too easy for the City to resolve its waste problem by concentrating its waste 
management handling and processing activities as far away from its residents as possible, but 
right on our (upwind) doorstep. As far as we are aware there has been no consultation by the 
City with residents in the Town on this matter, and we would insist that this occurs long before 
any decisions are made. 

I ask that we be kept closely informed of the progress of all discussions, meetings, Council 
reports, planning decisions etc. I understand that this may be an onerous task to ask of the 
Town, but we know that if pressure is not kept up, accountabilities tend to drop away, and 
decisions get made that cannot easily be reversed. 

We appreciate the Town's role in this matter may be a difficult one, but we encourage you to 
vigorously take up this matter on our behalf. 

Yours sincerely 

Secretary, 
Homestead Ridge Progress Association . 
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HOivIESTEAD RIDGE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 488 K\VINANA 6966 

Mr. A. Hammond 
CEO 
. City of Rockingham 
PO Box 2142 
Rockingham DC W A 6967 

Dear Sir, 

13 February 2009 

RE: PROPOSED WASTE MANAGEMENT FACllJTY, MILLAR ROAD 

I write to express the extreme concern of the Homestead Ridge Progress Association at 
the proposal by the Southern Metropolitan Regional Council to attempt to build a 
domestic waste composting facility on Council land on Millar Road. 

The proposed location is too close to existing and proposed residential development and 
these residents will be subject to putrid stenches drifting from the facility . This is what 
has happened in Canning Vale to the SMRC facility and we see no reason why we would 
not expect the same exposure and detriment to our quality oflife as the Canning Vale 
residents have. 
The residential areas affected will be the Kwinana Town Council areas of Homestead 
Ridge, Wellard Village (future southern stages), and the future subdivisions in the City to 
the east and south of the proposed location. 

Your officers are likely to argue that the planning approvals for this facility have been in 
place for something like 16 years. We would argue firstly that a municipal waste 
composting facility like that which is located at Canning Vale was probably not 
envisaged at the time of approval, indeed the approval was probably for an envisaged 
landfill. Clearly what is proposed is not a landfill, and the City'S current landfill is well 



run and generally has no odour effects that we know of from our area. Secondly that in 
the progress oftime, community expectation as to quality oflife has advanced to the 
extent where the 500m buffer quoted by the SMRC as being adequate in a planning 
sense, is no longer acceptable in this day and age for this type of noxious process. 

If the SMRC is pressing on with either a planning application or is engaged with the City 
in discussions leading to the lodgment of a planning application for the site we would ask 
that we be advised immediately this is known by the City. We respectfully wish to be 
kept informed of any and all advances in the planning of this facility if the Millar Road 
location is to be pursued by the SMRC. 

It is our firm belief that a facility such as this must be located in an appropriately-zoned 
area. It is an industrial process and should therefore be located in an industrial area. We 
can suggest the East Rockingham Industrial Park, adjacent to the proposed Water Corp 
waste treatment plant. That facility is located where it should be, and in that location it 
has the appropriate buffers, the Millar road does not have appropriate buffers and if it 
performs any near as badly as the Canning Vale facility it will be an ongoing source of 
complaint from affected community members, as history has shown us. That facility has 
been unable to meet suitable environmental standards, despite much money being spent 
to convince affected residents to the contrary. It is there now, and once built it is 
financially devastating for a Council to have to close it because of non-compliance with 
environmental conditions not being able to be met. 

If it is a matter of economics, that is the SMRC gets the Millar Road land for free as 
opposed to having to buy it off Landcorp as it would in the East Rockingham zone, then 
that is not a sufficient justification for establishing it in Millar Road. The facility should 
operate in a true cost environment like any other private sector business. 

We ask respectfully that you pass on this letter to your City Councilors please, as they 
need to be aware that the residents out our way are not at all happy with the proposal and 
will be strongly resisting any and all attempts to dump the facility on our doorsteps. 

Yours faithfully 

Mi:t::::: 
Secretary 
Homestead Ridge Progress Association 




